
A MESSAGE FROM LEDA FIELDS, UNIT 540 MENTORING COORDINATOR 

To all intermediate and novice players who want to raise the level of their game:  

Have you been waiting for the kick-off of the unit’s new mentoring program?  

Well, here it is. 

Our program includes four options.  Read about them below and then let me 

know which of them sounds best to you and which club(s) you play in as well.  I 

will help with matching you with a mentor or line you up to participate in one of 

the other options. This mentoring program will run through the month of June. 

Here are the options: 

1 Individual mentoring: Persons interested in this program will be matched 

with a mentor. Many of our unit’s most experienced players have agreed to 

be mentors. Both mentor and the mentored one are asked to meet and set 

goals for their time together. Generally, they will play together once a 

month and confer as questions arise at other times. I ask that you be 

serious about improving your skill level and willing to do follow-up 

studying. I hope to be able to match both novice and intermediate players 

with mentors. At the end of the mentoring, participants will be asked to 

give a summary of what they have accomplished and to evaluate the 

experience.  If you’d like to work with an individual mentor, start thinking 

now about what specific parts of your game you’d like to improve. 

2 Post-game Reviews: Experienced players in each of our clubs have agreed 

to be available to review specific hands and answer questions about 

bidding or the play.  If you see one of these individuals (names to be posted 

January 18), feel free to ask their advice. 

3 On line instruction: Bill Ringbom will be available to observe and offer 

suggestions on your bidding and play of hands on BBO, an online bridge 

program.  Play lasts for two hours on Sundays at 10:00AM or 1:00PM (to be 

determined by majority of participants).  The supervised play can be 

extremely productive and rewarding.  However, if you choose this option, 

you must be committed to logging in on time, playing regularly, and letting 



Bill know in advance if you’ll need to miss a Sunday.   Let me know which of 

the two times you would be able to play. We’ll need at least 4 players in 

order to activate this option.  

4 Play with Intermediate or More Experienced Players: I have a list of 

intermediate players willing to play occasionally with novice players in an 

open game. Many of the intermediate level players have benefited from a 

previous mentoring program.  While they may not (or may!) be expert or 

experienced enough to serve as individual mentors, they are pleased to 

have the opportunity to give back.  If you are interested in playing with 

them I am asking that you contact them a week or two ahead since many of 

these people have regular partnerships. (This list will also be posted on 

January 18.) 

I would like to encourage as many people as possible to participate in any or all 

parts of this program. 

If you would like more information please call me or speak with me at a game.  If 

you’re ready to get going, call or send me an email and tell me which option 

sounds right for you and where you’d like to play.  If you’re asking for option 1, 

tell me if there are days in the week that will not work for you.  If option 3, tell me 

which times - 10 or 1 on Sundays - you can play. 

I look forward to hearing from you!   

For better bridge,  

Leda 

805-489-7036 

ledafields@charter.net 
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